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Hoosick PFOA Detection limits and Performance Statndards issue 

Fallowing up on discussions of yesterday, attached is an EPA document (2009) relating to 
testing of PF As, including PFOA. 

Please go to Table 5 on page 40 of 50. The detection limit for PFOA is stated as 1.7 PPT. Our 
expert, Dr. Robert Michaels has expressed the view that the detection limit may now be lower 
than 1.7 given further development in the science. In any event, there appears to be no basis for 
setting 20 PPT as a performance standard for the treatment systems to be installed at the Hoosick 
water plant. 

The issue of setting a performance standard for the treatment system is separate from those 
issues relating to setting MCLs or guidance values for PFOA exposure. As we have 
discussed, EPA's guidance value for short term exposure has been 400 PPT. EPA has also 
proposed a chronic or long term exposure guidance value of 100 PPT. It is also clear that the 
science is driving these values down and that any further guidance values will be significantly 
lower. That said, Healthy Hoosick Water (HHW) has advocated the position that the treatment 
systems to be installed at the Hoosick plant should operate with a goal of achieving full removal 
of PFOA (or as close to full removal as is possible). 

Apparently working on behalf of both Saint-Gobain and the Village, C T Male proposed that the 
operational goal of the treatment system should be 20 PPT. This goal or value was expressed on 
the belief that 20 PPT represented the detection limit for PFOA in water. Based upon both 
available test results for PFOA at levels below 20 PPT and the available literature, HHW has 
rejected the 20 PPT value as representing an operational standard or goal for the treatment 
systems. 

Thank you for your efforts. 

Dave 

David A. Engel, Esq. 
Nolan & Heller, LLP 
39 N. Pearl Street 
Albany, NY 12207 
Phone: 518-432-3168 



******************************** 
IRS Circular 230 Notice: 

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. 
Federal tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended 
or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the 
Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any 
transaction or matter addressed herein. 

Confidentiality Notice: 

This message (including any attachments) is being sent by or on behalf of a lawyer. It is 
intended exclusively for the named recipient. This communication may contain information that 
is proprietary, privileged or confidential or otherwise legally exempt from disclosure under 
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are not authorized to read, print, retain, 
copy or disseminate this message or any part of it. If you have received this message in error, or 
are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by e-mail or telephone at 
( 518) 449-3300, and delete the original message (including any attachments) without making any 
copies. Receipt by anyone other than the intended recipient is not a waiver of any attorney­
client, work product or other applicable privilege. 


